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1. INTRODUCTION  
 
1.1 THE PROJECT BACKGROUND 

 The project was initiated by West Berkshire Council and Natural England to 
provide information essential to the management of the historical environment on 
Greenham and Crookham Commons. One of the aims of the council’s Higher 
Level Stewardship agreement is to restore and conserve features relating to the 
past land-use and history of the common land. However, it was recognised that 
the existing record was likely to be incomplete, as Greenham and Crookham 
Commons had never been the subject of a systematic field survey. Without 
representative information on the location and character of earthworks, structural 
remains and surface finds it was simply not possible to design an appropriate 
management strategy. 
 
 1.2 THE PROJECT OBJECTIVES 

 The work was carried out in accordance with a brief prepared by West Berkshire 
Council in consultation with Natural England. The first of its two principal aims 
was to redress the deficiencies in the record by providing a reliable 
representation of the historical resource. The second objective was to 
recommend management strategies to ensure the future conservation and 
enhancement of historical features on the commons, where possible drawing on 
information of the practices which led to their creation and maintenance in the 
past.  
 
1.2 THE SCOPE OF THE DOCUMENTARY RESEARCH  

The project commenced with an appraisal of the existing evidence for the 
historical environment of Greenham and Crookham Commons. This was limited 
to a collation of the results of previous work and a study of the historical maps 
and aerial photographs. Some secondary historical sources were also consulted, 
but apart from the maps and plans a study of primary documents was beyond the 
scope of the project. The results of this work are integrated with those of the 
survey and have been used to inform the management recommendations.  
 
For more information on the Historic Environment Management Plan or if 
you would like to view a copy please contact: info@bbowt.org.uk 


